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M eet| ng M eeting Preview: Dave Dabney from LC Technology
will give a presentation on Data Recovery. We will aso have
Data Recovery the usua half- hour Windows SIG.
Wednesday, January 14, 2004
6:30 PM
Art Pepin Hospitality Room — —————
Pepin Distributing Co.
6401 N 54th St Editor’s Comments

Tampa, Florida

By William LaMartin, Editor, Tampa PC Users Group
lamartin@tampabay.rr.com

INSIDE THIS|SSUE Digital Camera My Canon G1 digital camerais now three
yearsold. It ishard to believe that it has been that long
Meeting Preview 1 since | purchased it along with a 340 MB IBM Microdrive.
Editor's Comments 1 The price of the camera was about $900, and the Microdrive
Minutes 2 was $302. See my origina article in the newsletter about
ClipMate 3 the camera at http://www.tpcug.org/newsletter/nl_2001/
Links 5 january2001/canongl.htm.
E-Mail Taker 6
L ooking Back to 1994 8 It has cost me about $400/year to own the camera so far.
SIG Report 10 Oh, there was a so the replacement battery at around $45. |
Members Help Line 11 have taken 4,867 photos with the camera and saved 3,463 of
Map 12 them. A quick calculation shows that it has cost $.36 for
(Comments..........Continued on page2)

February Meeting Topic: Check our web site for future information I
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contact the Editor, William LaMartin, at 821 S. Boulevard, Tampa, FL 33606-
2904; 813-251-3817; lamartin@tampabay.rr.com.

Technical information found in this publication is not necessarily
compatible with your hardware and software; plus other errors or misprints
could occur from timeto time. Therefore, the use of programs, commands,
functions or anything of atechnical nature appearing in this publication will be
at your own risk.
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Minutes of the December M eeting

By Peggy Pulliam, Secretary,
Tampa PC Users Group
pegrance@yahoo.com

Our mesting was festive and fun. We started the
meeting and introduced the officers, who are the
same for the coming year: President, Kevan Sheri-
dan; Vice President, John Witmer; Treasurer, Mike
Hodges; Secretary, Peggy Pulliam; Member at
Large, Mary Sheridan. The rest of the Holiday
Party consisted of good camaraderie and lively dis-
cussions -- and the food was delicious, with shared
dishes and desserts.

Your Board is happy to serve again and looks for-
ward to a New Y ear of surprises and shared infor-
mation. We are glad to say that the meeting room
at Pepin Distributors is available for the coming
year on our meeting nights. It is easy to find, and
we have plans for informative and interesting meet-
ings the second Wednesday of each month in this
NEW Y EAR 2004!

Include some Computer Usage and new computer-
trick learning in your plans for a successful and
happy New Year. Joinus. 4

— -l pPp——————

(Comments..........Continued from page 1)

each saved photo (including the price of the new
battery). It has cost $.25 for each photo taken.
This is probably no cheaper than using a film cam-
era, and at this point with the digital cameral only
have afile--not a printed photo. But, oh, the con-
venience.

| get very good results scanning the negatives taken
with my film camerainto digital images on the
compuiter, but this is nowhere as convenient as sm-
ply downloading photos from the digital camera

(Comments..........Continued on page4)
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Review of ClipMate 6.2
[Clipboard Extender]

By Larry Anders, Librarian,
Tampa PC Users Group
larry @andersnet.com

For all that Microsoft Windows operating system is
and all the utilities that have been added to it over
the years to make it al-encompassing, one thing that
has always been missing is the ability to work with
multiple clips. The clipboard in Windows is based
on aFIFO [firstin, first out] design. If you want to
work with more than one clip at atime or some clip
you made several days ago, you're out of luck. But
not with ClipMate.

Y ou don’t have to work with just one piece of clip-
board data any more. ClipMate enhances the native
clipboard functionality by remembering all items
(both text and graphic) that are copied to the clip-
board and storing them in "collections’ for later
pasting. ClipMate works seamlessly as a Windows
companion and you will never accidentally lose a
piece of clipboard data again. ClipMate's new rela
tional database can hold hundreds or thousands of
clips- of al formats including Text, Graphics, and
HTML. And with ClipMate's SQL-based search en-
gine, you'll be able to find your data, and the Short-
cut feature keeps your most- frequently used clips
right at your fingertips.

Having access to thousands of previous clipsisa
good thing if you can find the data that you're look-
ing for more easily than typing it again. With Quick-
Pick, you can "filter" the titles in the current collec-
tion by merely typing the “?” key, followed by some
text [not case sensitive] that you expect to find in the
title of aclip. Asyou enter each keystroke, thelist is
updated to show your "hits" up at the top. Keep typ-
ing to narrow down the search.

Similar to QuickPick, the Shortcut function
searches "shortcuts' that you assign to important
clips (such as your Visa card info), i.e., V for Visaor
M for Mastercard, D for Discover, etc.). This data
does not even have to reside in the current "inbox"
collection. Shortcuts work across collections and
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even databases (if you use multiple databases).

It isfully integrated with QuickPaste, so smply pick-
ing the item that you want and pressing <ENTER>
will enter your data automatically. Then by invoking
QuickPaste again, choose another item to enter, etc...
The selection remains "live" until you cancel it with
the ESCape key.

Clips are saved to the database immediately when
captured or edited. Images are stored in the database
as JPEG objects, further reducing space and speeding
retrieval. Deleted clips are held in "trashcan™ status for
two weeks, allowing easy retrieval. Y ou can option-
aly encrypt sensitive clips with 56-bit ARC4 encryp-
tion. Thisis great for passwords, credit card numbers,
etc., if your computer isn't always physically secure.

Y ou can encrypt clips with a"blanket" encryption
key, or you can do them all individually, but, don’t
forget your key! The security is so good that even the
developers of the software cannot break it, and there
aren't any back doors. So, if you lose or forget your
key, your info is encrypted for good!

Y ou can now search by title, body text, the name of
the creating application, the source URL, data types,
dates, encryption status, deletion status, and more.
For example, you can search for all Bitmaps created
by PaintShop Pro within the past 30 days. And you
can SAVE that query, so that you can run it again
sometime. The queries run quickly, and the results
sets look just like aregular collection. You can print,
delete, QuickPaste, etc., from the results. And if you
view the results in ClipMate Explorer, you'll see a
new column showing the collection that each clip is
currently assigned to.

In addition to the standard windows screen capture

(ClipMate..........Continued on page4)


mailto:larry@andersnet.com

Page 4

Bits of Blue

January 2004

(ClipMate..........Continued from page 3)

keys (PrintScreen for the whole screen,
Alt+PrintScreen for the current window), there is also
Area Screen Capture that gives you a "rubber band"
mouse selection, so you can specify an area of the
screen to grab, and Object Screen Capture - smilar
to the above, but you ssmply click on any screen ob-
ject, and that object is captured as an image. For ex-
ample, click in a browser window and you'll get a pic-
ture of the contents of the window - but not the tool-
bar, menu, titlebar, etc.. Click on the toolbar, and
you'll get an image of the toolbar. Some will find it a
bit odd - otherswill find it to be alifesaver, asit can
save alot of cleanup that you'd otherwise get with an
area capture.

I’ ve only touched on afew of ClipMate's capabilities.
Thornsoft Development has been improving upon
ClipMate since 1991. | suggest you go here:
http://thornsoft.com/viewlets.htm and check out the
tutorials available on this site to see the ease of use
and some of the things possible with ClipMate. | have
to say that | think thisis probably the most useful add-
on to Windows that | have ever used. | had absolutely
no problem paying the $25 registration fee for this
fine program, but you don’t have to pay to try it out.
Go to http://thornsoft.com and download a fully op-
erational trial copy and seeif you don’t agree with
me. Y ou can convert the evaluation version to the
fully-registered version at any time during (or after)
the 30-day evauation. Giveit atry! 4
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(Comments........Continued from page 2)

into my computer. The film camera undoubtedly
produces better images, but the G1 does a quite ade-
quate job if you don't want to produce a print larger
than 8 x 10 and you avoid harsh lighting conditions
like very bright sunlight. The G1 actually does quite
well in low light situations. To see some of my low
light shots with the G1 go to
http://web.tampabay.rr.com/lamartin/ and view the
holiday light photos of my neighborhood. The pho-
tos range over the last three years.

Canon is now producing the G5, | think. Severa of
our members own G3s. These cameras cost more
than your average digital camera, and, | suppose,
they are aimed at the advanced amateur--and they
produce excellent results. | recommend using the
highest resolution and least amount of compression
in taking the photos. That way you get the maxi-
mum amount of information. Hard drive spaceis
cheap. Then you can put any photos you would like
prints of on a CD and take it to your favorite one-
hour photo place for printing.

Remote Desktop My son visited us for the holidays
and every day spent some time accessing his com-
puter in New York City via the Remote Desktop fea
ture of hisNY C computer running Windows 2000
Server and my daughter's computer running Win-
dows XP Pro. When he left Manhattan, he left his
computer running and connected to the Internet
through a DSL connection. He noted his |P address
on the Internet and hoped that the connection did not
go down and come back with a different IP address.

Once in Tampa, he went to my daughter's laptop and
started the Remote Desktop Application (Start | All
Programs | Accessories | Communication | Remote
Desktop) . He entered the NY C computer's | P ad-
dress, and since the computer in Manhattan had been
configured to accept Remote Desktop logins, he was
asked for a username and password. After logging
on, he was working on his home computer. He
could start programs on it, work with any files, and
run Outlook to send and receive email from his com-
puter--not the one in Tampa. Of course fast broad-
band connections are vital for this kind of work.

(Comments.........Continued on page5)
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(Comments..........Continued from page4) Inter net Picture of the Month

When we traveled to my hometown to visit my
mother and sister, he wanted to access hisNYC
computer from there. My sister has a broadband
connection on a computer running Windows 98.
That was fine. All that was needed was to go to
Microsoft and get the requisite software to alow
her computer to be a client computer for a Remote
Desktop setup.

Note that any computer running Windows 98 or
higher can function as a client for a Remote Desk-
top Connection. However, the computer that you
want to access remotely (the server in the setup ter-
minology) must be running either Windows 2000
Server or Windows XP Pro--that is XP Pro, not
Home). That was one reason that | wanted my
daughter's new laptop for college to have XP Pro as
the operating system. | had hopes of being able to
access her computer at her request to help with any
problems she may be having with it. Unfortunately Mars Rocks
when | tried to access it via a Remote Desktop

Connection at her school, | found out that the

school wouldn't allow that.
Thisisasmall detail from the first color image of
Web Logs That's web logs--not WebBlogs, which Mars taken by the panoramic camera on the Mars
seem to be dl therage. A web log is atext file that Exploration Rover Spirit. It is from the NASA
logs al of the visits to aweb site. It is something dte, http://www.nasa.gov.

(Continued on page7)

January’s Interesting World Wide Web L ocations

Tampa PC Users Group (That’s us) http://www.tpcug.org/

LC Technology International (Presenter) http://www.|c-tech.com/

Academic Discount Software http://www.micromaster.com/

Overlawyered http://www.overlawyered.com/

Picture Phone comparisons http://www.freedom mobiles.co.uk/mms.html
Spybot-S& D - remove spyware http://www.saf er-networking.org/

National Review Magazine http://www.national review.com/

Some of these links will join the many already on the Links page at our web site, where you need only click on the name.
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E-mail Talker

By Bob LaFave, Tampa PC Users Group
boblala@ij.net

Julia Rolling of Scorpio Software offered E-mail
Talker to the TPCUG for trial use to review its op-
eration. | wanted to look at this program because, as
many members know, | am interested in both the MS
Agent and Speech technology and | have used pro-
grams with the animated Agent charactersin the
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past. The features on E-mail Talker can be viewed at
http://www.scosoft.com/Product.htm and can be
downloaded, 3.55 MB in size, for a FREE 21 day
evaluation period at
http://www.scosoft.com/Download.htm . After the
trial period, registration is required for $19.95 under
U.S. and international copyright laws.

Installation went smoothly, and upon Windows re-
start the program was set to start and run in the back-
ground with an icon placed in the Systray. This can
be changed under Options with the General Tab if
you decide against running the program at all times.

Y ou can determine which gesture the Agent charac-
ter uses when appearing and what he says. The Char-
acter tab sets up which Agent character you use, the
speaking voice used, and the font used to display the
text being read. With the Time tab you determine if
you want the time announced in an interva you

choose, with the character voice and gestures also
being determined by you. The Anti-Spam tab allows
you to set filters with words of your choice so asto
not read messages containing objectionable words.
Some settings allow you to Preview the settings that
you are choosing.

Under Accounts, you set up your Hotmail or POP3
e-mail accounts that you would like to check. There
IS no setting limiting the number of accounts. Y ou
do need to know your basic e mail account user in-

- formation during setup. Y ou need to know: email

address, your password, the email server name and
login name.

After finishing this setup of accounts, | was ready to
see what E-mail Talker could do. It isvery similar in
appearance to the split screen that most users are
used to with e-mail programs, a screen to show total
messages and another screen to show what a specific
message contains. Y ou control what gets read from
the header, subject and message content to the body

| text. Also, you will only get printed text read by the

program; text that is contained in graphics is not
read. Thisisactually kind of FUN to listen to. You
get to set the voice type to normal, monotone, or
whisper. Then you can set the speed and pitch of the
reading voice until you can get avoice that is easy to
understand and more human than machine in like-
ness. | had variable results with the e-mail part that
can be split into whether | was using it for Hotmail
or POP3 mail. | had pretty good results with Hotmail
but sporadic use with POP3.

Hotmail worked much as expected and according to
the settings | had made during setup. The program
correctly got the current mail in my Inbox in Hotmail
and read each message that was understandable. I
you look at the main screen you can see that there are
buttons to either Skip or Stop a message being read.
These buttons are very useful with Spam and with
some work you can set up the Anti-Spam feature to
also stop undesirable messages. POP3 was never to
my liking in its operation. | would have three mes-
sages shown from the account, and upon checking
with Outlook Express | would find that | had other
messages not acknowledged by E-mail Talker or

(E-Mail Talker..........Continued on page 10)


http://www.scosoft.com/Product.htm
http://www.scosoft.com/Download.htm
mailto:boblala@ij.net

January 2004

Bits of Blue

Page 7

(Comments..........Continued from page5)

that the server software does. A web log lets you
know what is really happening at your site--what
are the most visited pages, what time of the day is
most active, how many visits on a particular day,
the IP address of the visitor, and what pages get
none or few visits. For the TPCUG.ORG site and
my personal lamartin.com site, the web logs run
close to 10 MB each for amonth's data. For a com-
mercia site, it could be more than that for one day's
activity.

To make any sense of al this data you need log
analyzing software. At onetime | bought some
such from Web Trends, | think. It was their scaled
down version, and it made nice graphs, but it did
not allow you to see past the first 10 pagesin any
category--the most visited 10 pages but not the 11th
or 12th. So | created my own log anayzer in Mi-
crosoft Access.

Using my log analyzer, | have that for the month of
December, 2003, the TPCUG site had an average
of 155 unique visitor sessions each day and the la-
martin.com site had an average of 234. The
TPCUG site used only atotal bandwidth of .25 GB,
and lamartin.com used 1.4 GB (many more images
downloaded). At the TPCUG site, Internet Explorer
made up 58% of the page views, Netscape Naviga-
tor made up 1%, and other browsers and web
crawlers made up the remaining 41%. At lamar-
tin.com, Internet Explorer registered 75%, Net-
scape Navigator 1%, and other browsers and web
crawlers 24%. So, at least at these two sites, Net-
scape Navigator is basically a nonentity. What |
mean by aweb crawler is something like the
Google Bot which visited 761 different pages at the
TPCUG site in December. That is how Google
knows what is at the TPCUG site. And that brings
the following to mind.

ASP.Net and Google As noted above, Google pe-
riodicaly visits web sites like our TPCUG site and
indexes many of the pagesthere. It can do this be-
cause it can follow the links that are given in the
underlying HTML on any page where it lands. On
web pages created by ASP.Net, you may or may

not have such links in the underlying HTML. It
just depends on how you allow the user to browse
to other pages. If you use regular hyperlinks, then
everything is fine for Google. It seesthem in the
underlying HTML. But what about those buttons |
use to access other pages at the .Net Test at
TPCUG? Go to the main .Net test page at
http://www.tpcug.org/Main.aspx and do a“View
Source” in your browser. Y ou will not be able to
find asingle link to another page at the site, | be-
lieve. So what are Google and all the other web
crawlers going to do? | don’t know.

.Net Speaking of the .Net version of the site, for
which | placed alink on our home page, | want to
thank those who tested it to see how well it dis-
played in browsers other than Microsoft Internet
Explorer. They pointed out several problemsin
displaying the page properly, and | was able to
trace the problems to errors in my code that, when
corrected, made the pages display correctly in al
browsers tested except Netscape Navigator 4.7.

Santa If you are observant you can tell that | am
stretching this article out to fill the newdletter. If |
had gotten that third article | asked for, | wouldn’t
have needed to be so long winded. Now that Santa
has come and gone perhaps some of you will have
some articles for me on what he brought you for
Christmas. Asfor mysdlf, thisis probably the first
time in along time that Santa brought me no com-
puter-type present. | was hoping for a new laptop
since my current one is five years old, but | re-
ceived none. Santa undoubtedly knows best--
probably has inside information on drastic price
reductions in the near future on such items. Indeed,
| have noted some real good prices on laptops with
the specifications | want in the CompUSA ads.
They were from Compag and Toshiba, | think. So
far, it appears that Gateway has not lowered their
prices on the 450 series much if any since we
bought one from them for my daughter in August.
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L ooking Back to 1994
From the January 1994 Bits of Blue

Secretary s Report
MINUTES OF 1218/93 MEETING
and PERSONAL COMMENTS

By: Jim Clark

The meeting began a few minutes late at 6:10, led by
our illustrious Prez, Harvey Bruneau, with a modest
representation of members present and severa visi-
tors. Important user group business was scheduled
for the evening, along with a presentation of an in-
triguing software program.

USER GROUP NEWS

Elections. The floor was opened to any additional
nominations for the five elected positions on the
Tampa PC Users Group Board of Directors. None
were offered, the nominations were closed, and
preparations for the election began. A motion was
made, seconded and approved by the majority pre-
sent that those persons nominated for positions for
which there was no opposition be elected in block to
fill those positions. There were three nominees for
the position of Vice President: Michaline Ostrowski,
Don Patzsch, and Al Poole. Two votes were taken,
with the first narrowing the field to two nominees
since the first vote did not produce a clear winner.
Those elected to serve through December 1994 are
as follows:

President Harvey Bruneau*
Vice President Al Poole
Treasurer Tom Cone *
Secretaay Jm Clark *

Member at Large Roger Waters*
* = Sole nominees

50/50: A decision was taken by the membership dur-
ing the November meeting to take a vote at this
meeting on a motion to eiminate the split of money
collected for the door prize drawings, with the user

group instead retaining all of the funds to help offset
our need for funds to finance our relocation and
other needs. A vote was taken on the motion and it
carried by alarge mgority: At this meeting and al
future meetings, all funds collected for the door prize
drawings will be retained by the user group.

New Meeting Location: Harvey announced that be-
ginning with the February 1994 meeting our meet-
ings would be held at the Y bor City campus of the
HCC. A map was included in the last newdetter.
While equipment arrangements had not yet been
completed for that site, the facilities are excellent
and the normal meeting agenda would obtain, in-
cluding a vendor presentation.

Softwar e Reviews. Harvey announced that he and
Marylee had obtained a number of software pro-
grams at Comdex for review by our group. A listing
of the programs available will be posted on the BBS
and in the next newsdletter. Please contact Marylee
Bruneau about any of the programs you would like
to review.

Adobe Acrobat Explained: Harvey informed the
membership of a BOD decision to acquire alicense
for Adobe Acrobat readers for al group members.
Adobe Acrobat allows converting the output of most
major programs into a common format, retaining all
formatting characteristics of the origina document,
allowing al computers with a reader to display and
printout, if desired, any document as it was origi-
nally created, whether or not the viewing computer
has any of the software tools of the creating com-
puter. Not only will this be a considerable conven-
ience to our members and group administration, but
also it is expected to lead to considerable savingsin
distribution of the newdletter.

Meet Your BBS: A number of our group took ad-
vantage of an offer by our SY SOP, Kevan Sheridan,
to meet the Bits Of Blue BBS at the site of the BBS
computer. Kevan explained a bit about the BBS and
answered al questions with demonstrations where
appropriate. It was a very interesting and informative
session for al participants. Kevan received enough
feedback from those participants to know the eve-

(1994..........Continued on page9)
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ning was worthwhile, and accordingly has sched-
uled another Meet Your BBS Night, the third
Wednesday in January. It may well become a regu-
larly scheduled event. Come to the meetings and/or
watch the BBS for more current info on this.

Caution In Buying CDs: Low cost CD’s are
flooding the market, many of which are not worth
their few $$ price. Harvey advises that you look
before you leap when purchasing CDs; even a
chesp CD isawaste if it is not useful.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Word 6.0 Bugs: A number of bugs have shown up
in the recently released Word for Windows 6.0. Mi-
crosoft has announced there will be arelease in
February to correct these problems.

28.8 Modems. Harvey informed us that these mo-
dems which use parallel ports are now available
from at least two vendors. Cost isin the range of
what the 14.4 used to cost.

Sound Technology: Summarizing his readings
from articles on the subject, Harvey reported that
sound technology was now on the fast track and we
could expect in the not too distant future that a vo-
cal interface between user and computer would be a
lot more practical.

PRESENTATION askSam for Windows, Ver. 1.0

Philip Schnyder, President of askSam Systems, fa-
vored us with his presentation of their software pro-
gram, askSam for Windows. We have been hearing
agood bit about that program for awhile now and I,
at least, have really not known what the program is
about, only glowing words that it is a great pro-
gram. BUT WHAT IS IT?? Philip was here to an-
swer that question. A very smplified answer isit is
avery powerful, super-flexible, very user-friendly
information management/database program. | now
understand why it was so much of a mystery for
me, because even after having seen a demo of the
program | am having considerable difficulty com-

ing up with description for you. What | can tell you
for sureisthat it isagreat program.

Designed with a view of doctors, lawyers and others
who deal with random information which they need
to retain and be able to quickly recall when needed,
askSam is a free form information management sys-
tem. While it can be used pretty much as a conven-
tional database to retain and recall structured data, its
greatest value liesin its ability to store and recall in-
formation in unstructured form; that is, input infor-
mation of just about any size and shape randomly
into the same database and then be able to quickly
recall that information in usable form, using a single
or many criteria, and in awide variety of formats and
views. How fast can it retrieve? Philip says they have
tested: With a 486/3 3 using DOS 5 and Windows
3.1, it took 15 seconds to search a 5.2 Mb data base.
(I am not sure that this is useful information since
timing is affected by so many variables, including
criteria, format, available memory, etc.) In any case,
the demo | saw was fast.

| was too intrigued with the program to get many
notes. | did note the following: The limit on the num-
ber of criteria one can use in searches is unknown at
present, but is well in excess of that oneislikely to
ever need; each record can be up to 300 pages (yes,
three hundred pages) long; supports OLE of text and
graphics; supports direct imports of ASCII, RTF,
Word Perfect and dBase/FoxPro formats; exportsin
ASCII, RTF and CDV. Features not yet a part of the
program, but which are in the works, include a spell
checker and the ability to conduct multiple data base
searches. Philip recommends a 386 machine with 4
Mb of RAM to run the program, though it will func-
tion with lesser capability. The program requires 2
Mb of hard disk space. askSam lists for $395, with a
street price somewhat less than that. Those present at
the meeting were given the opportunity to purchase
the DOS or Windows version at a great savings for
$125. Phil explained that the DOS and Windows ver-
sions are essentially the same, the differencesin
summary being that the Windows version is some-
what easier to use, while the DOS version has a few
more options. Phil, we THANK YOU VERY MUCH

(199%4..........Continued on page 10)
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Special | nterest Groups

Microsoft Access SIG

This SIG meetsthe first Tuesday of the month at the Kate Jack-
son Community Center at 821 SRome Avenue in South
Tampa at 6:30 PM. For information contact William LaMartin at
lamartin@tampabay.rr.com, or Merle Nicholson at

mer lenic@tampabay.rr.com.

Genealogy SIG

To beincluded on the TPCUG genealogy mailing list, contact
Jenny Lind Olin at 960-5723, or jlolin@tampabay.rr.com.

Visual Basic for Applications SIG

This SIG meetsthe third Wednesday (thisisa change) of the
month at the Kate Jackson Community Center at 821 SRome
Avenuein South Tampaat 6:30 PM. For information, contact
William LaMartin at lamartin@tampabay.rr.com.

Windows SIG
This SIG occupiesthe first 30 minutes of our monthly, regular

meeting and is devoted to a general Windows and computing
discussion. Kevan Sheridan moderates the discussion.

(1994..........Continued from page 9)

for your visit, for a great presentation of a super pro-
gram, and for the copies of askSam you donated for
our door prizes. You have areal winner in askSam.
We look forward to your next visit in our new quar-
ters.

AND THE WINNER IS

Thanks to the generosity of askSam Systems, which
donated two copies of askSam, and to Brainchild
Computer, who donated a copy of MS Word Assis-
tant, there were some very nice door prizes. Those
among us to have the good fortune to win are:

Tom Church Cup
R. W. Davis MS Word Assistant
Bill White askSam (DOS)

Tom Schroeppel askSam (Windows)

The meeting adjourned at about 9:00 PM. ¢

— = pPp——————

(E-Mail Talker..........Continued from page6)

find that some messages where incomplete. |

worked with support via email, and we never found a
reason why | was having this trouble with POP3.
Support sent troubleshooting information and files
for me to try and after 2 weeks of correspondence |
was left with:

“ Thank you for your help in solving your mailbox
checking problem. We tried hard, but have no posi-
tive results. We cannot guarantee that E-mail Talker
will work perfectly on email accounts like yours.

We plan to include modifications to the next version
of E-mail Talker, which will help to work more
stably on such POP3 accounts. Thereleaseis
planned for the beginning of December. The current
version (ver. 3.30) works perfectly with Hotmail ac-
counts as well as with POP3 accounts, which meet
all requirements of RFC 1939 Post Office Protocol -
Version 3 including realization of optional POP3
commands.”

| did ask to be included in any testing that | could do
with the new version and will write a new articleif |
am asked to test.

The other features that the program has are announc-
ing the Date, Time, or using the Clipboard feature.
By pressing the date or time you get the chosen char-
acter to say just what the date and time are as set in
your computer. The Clipboard feature allows you to
copy any text that you choose to the Windows Clip-
board feature and by pressing the Clipboard button
the selected text will be read back to you.

This program is what | consider a fun luxury pro-
gram since it does what other programs are designed
to do and adds or deletes features from the programs
that we use now. This program adds the use of the
Agent characters and voice, but you lose accuracy

(E-Mail Talker..........Continued on page 12)
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Friends of the User Group

We acknowledge the following for their support

Marshall & Stevens

Pepin Distributing Co.

City of Tampa's Kate Jackson Community Center

And these softwar e and har dware vendor s for their
demonstrations and review softwar e and contributions of
eval uation software to our group

RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
WE CERTAINLY HOPE YOU WILL

MAIL YOUR CHECK AND ANY
ADDRESS OR NAME CHANGES TO:

TAMPA PC USERS GROUP

PO BOX 3492

TAMPA, FL 33601-3492

$25 Individual

$35 Family

$60 Corporate = 3 employees + $20 each add'| employee

Adobe Systems Microsoft Go to our web s_,ite_ http://w_vvw.tpcug.org_and cli_ck on the
Borland Office Depot Join link tofill in an online member ship application
CompUSA PowerQuest
Corel Systems RDI, Inc. Check the addresslabel for your renewal month
Intuit Symantec
MEMBERS HELP LINE

Program Code Name Time Phone Codes
Adobe Acrobat AA Cheryl Alexander Mon - Fri 10:00am - 914-0008 HTM,PSP,WP
AOL AOL 9:00pm
Computer general cG Larry Anders Mon - Sun 6:00pm - 989-9119  AOL, ME, MW, FP,
Delphi DE N . 10:00pm. PSP
DOS DOS William LaMartin ~ Mon - Fri 9:00am -  251-3817 AA, FTM, IG, MOS,

9:00pm MP, VB, W95
Family Tree Maker FTM Merle Nicholson  Mon - Fri 7:30pm - 879-3602 CG, DE, DOS, HG,
Hardware general HG 9:30pm; weekends HM, HP, VB
Hardware Modem HM Jenny Lind Olin Mon - Sun 8:00am - 960-5723 ME, MW, PAF, Q, WP
Hardware Printer HP 10:00pm
HTML coding HTM Don Patzsch 689-8662 CG
Internet general IG Mary Sheridan 9:30am - 9:00pm 988-6480 AOL, CG, DOS,
Micrografx Graphics Suite MGS HG,IG, MW, Q, W95,
Microsoft Access MA Wos
Microsoft Excel ME
Microsoft FrontPage FP
Microsoft Office Suite MOS
Microsoft Publisher MP — - P—
Microsoft Visual Basic VB
Microsoft Word MW
Networking N
PAF PAF
PaintShop PRO PSP WQ encourage other members to add their namesto the list of thqsg willing to
Quicken Q assist fgllow members with their cqmputer problems. Contact William
i LaMartin to add your nameto thelist.

Windows 3.1 W3
Windows 95/98 W95/98
Windows NT WNT
WordPerfect WP



http://www.tpcug.org

Tampa PC Users Group, Inc.
P. O. Box 3492
Tampa, FL 33601-3492

First ClassMail

] Member: Y our membership is up for renewal
(] Vendor: 'Your product was reviewed on page

(E-Mail Talker..........Continued from page 10)

when checking your mail. I cannot currently trust
what is read and would always check the email ac-
counts using the more conventional methods that |
have used until now. This would have to be done
anyway in this version since E-mail Talker only
checks and reads the current contents of the Inbox in
both accounts that | set up. The other folders that are
in the accounts are not accessible that | could deter-
mine. You also need to use the norma method to de-
lete the messages from the server. After | would
check e-mail with E-mail Talker and deleted a mes-
sage, | would till need to use my norma method to
delete the message from the server.

Hard B

Hlsborowgh Ave - |

|-275
A0wh S
fillth 5!_\
-75

| like this program and hope that | get a chance to see i
improvements in its current operation. | think this i /1/ R |
program could be very useful not only as afun pro- - ==

gram but also more importantly as an aid to anyone
with limited eyesight who would like to use some
computer features and specifically e-mail accounts.

Dorwervioran Tampa

The Tampa PC Users Group Mesling s in
fha Ari Pepin Hospltality Rocm ot

Popin Distributing Co

5401 Morth S4th Street, Tempa, FL 33610



